
Achievement Awards in Writing Advisory Committee 

 
Charge: The NCTE Achievement Awards in Writing program makes use of an advisory committee and state 
coordinators. 
 
Achievement Awards Advisory Committee: To advise staff on the nature, policies, and procedures regarding the NCTE 
Achievement Awards, including the following issues: development of a specific plan for involving more public schools 
in the awards, especially those with large nonwhite populations; revision of the structure of the award to mitigate 
the negative effects of competition on student identity and learning; consideration and development of diversified 
awards: that recognize remarkable improvement or growth in writing; that recognize multimodal composition 
(digital or non-digital); and that recognize remarkable risk-taking with the process of writing, instead of the exclusive 
focus on the final draft; and consideration of revising the Achievement Awards procedure, to eliminate the test-like, 
single-draft, timed essay as part of the award criteria, since recent developments in high-stakes assessment already 
privilege those who write quickly; and to consider and make recommendations for ways that the work might interface 
with NCTE’s National Day on Writing. 
 
State Coordinators:  To advise the NCTE staff liaison on any changes that should be made in the Achievement Awards 
program; review judging procedures; recommend judges; recommend ways of publicizing the program; investigate 
ways of aiding the winners; and give suggestions for the impromptu theme topic. 
 
For information on the Achievement Awards in Writing Program for 11th grade students, click here. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 

 
We continue to study data related to entries and awards in the contest.  We are interested in numbers of participants 
and awards by state and within areas (urban, suburban, and/or rural). We have seen participation and award 
numbers decrease in recent years, and we are interested in seeing how this data must inform us so that we can bring 
the numbers up.  The data also helps us see where participation is strong and where it is not; we certainly see 
unevenness when we look across all states -- and when we look at the demographics of award winners’ schools. 

 
We are asking questions about how we can increase both participation and awards, with concern about levelling the 
playing field across states, for students in urban as well as suburban and rural areas. We want to provide scaffolding 
for students without writing teachers, so that the contest does not only reward those students who have access to 
highly trained writing teachers (some of whom are published writers themselves). 

 
We are also studying the judging data to target areas that might help us improve participation. We are interested 
not only on judging criteria (more on that below) but also on the scoring data. We are seeing what the scoring data 
might reveal to us -- and how this might inform our future moves. 

 
We have been asking how we might provide more information on the NCTE website, including more information 
about judging criteria, more writing models, and also more actual writing instruction. 

 
We are currently working on revising the judging criteria for the awards. This is an action we targeted at our last 
meeting (Minneapolis 2015) as a need. We felt that the existing criteria might be misleading for judges as well as for 
students; it might not be properly aligned with the types of writing we are elsewhere asking students to create. We 
also want this data to inform students, teachers and judges. 

 
We hope to build a norming process into the judging process; right now there is not one. We would like judges to 
see what we consider to be a 6, and why; what we consider to be a 5, and why; and so on. We believe that training 
judges can create more uniformity and fairness in judging. 

 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/aa
http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/aa
http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/aa


We are also in the process of selecting some award-winning writing for the judging process and for the website -- so 
that students and teachers can also learn from these models. 

 
What have you accomplished so far, and what is your timeline for future work? 

 
Our group members worked collaboratively to generate the themed writing prompt for 2017. This prompt is 
currently posted on the NCTE site.  This prompt evolved over time, with participation from many members of our 
committee. It represents many voices who came together, challenged one another, listened to one another, and 
created something that offers students both challenge and opportunity. We are proud of how many directions we 
created for students, and ways in which we revised to open up -- versus to close down -- student perspectives.  

 
As is visible in that prompt, we sought to include writing instruction in the prompt; below the prompt, we have 
“spoken to” student writers by offering some pointers about what we consider to be effective process and qualities 
of strong writing. 

 
Committee members are in the process of generating prompt ideas for the 2018 contest. These will be shared in 
Atlanta; at that point we will select a prompt. We will revise that prompt further after the meeting and will have a 
final product before the end of the summer. 

 
We are in the process of revising the judging criteria. A sub-committee will present a proposal at the meeting in 
Atlanta. We will discuss and decide on revisions then. At that point, we will ask that the NCTE site be adjusted to 
reflect these changes. 

 
We are also in the process of selecting writing models to be added to the NCTE site. Staff members at NCTE have 
shared with us some of the top-scoring entries from the past couple years. We will discuss this in Atlanta and hope 
to have a few pieces selected during the meeting. 

 
We will also discuss the judging process and data from the judging process. From this discussion, we will make some 
suggestions for the 2017 judging process.  

 
By the end of the year, we hope to have revise information for judges, including a revised rubric and a revised 
norming/ training process. We also hope that the NCTE page for the AAW will have additional information for 
students and teachers. 

 
Dana Maloney, Chair 
  



Committee Against Racism and Bias in the Teaching of English 
 
Charge: To investigate and make recommendations to counteract racism and racial bias in teaching materials, 
methods, and programs for language arts,  English, and humanities and to recommend to the NCTE Executive 
Committee considerations related to professional learning and practice regarding teaching linguistically and 
culturally diverse students, with the assistance of appropriate scholars and experts, as well as careful documentation 
from the research base for the recommendations. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 

 
We have begun conversations online including practical responses to current events that speak of racism in our 
society, like the shootings by police of black citizens who are our past and current students. We have considered 
an online forum to share day-to-day practices that ELA teachers are doing to combat individual and systemic 
acts of racism and bias. I would like to open the discussion of the use of symbols in the teaching of ELA and 
would support a statement about the Confederate flag, for example. Symbols have meaning based on 
perception, not intention. This is grounded in Rosenblatt’s Reader Response Theory. Additionally, we have also 
indicated an interest in furthering the We Need Diverse Books campaign.  

 
What have you accomplished so far, and what is your timeline for future work? 

 
We have asynchronously shared questions and discussion points and have been encouraged by our liaison, 
Susan Houser. I hope at the national meeting that we can craft a statement about the symbols and their use and 
power in our teaching.  
 
Members have published pieces addressing race and social justice in English Leadership Quarterly, EdWeek, The 
Hechinger Report, on Twitter, Facebook, and other venues (see next page).  

 
Annotated Bibliography of Member’s Activism: October 2015 - present 
German, L.  
Twitter@nenagerman 
Journal of Latinos and Education, Book Review: "Engaging the Hispanic Learner: Ten Strategies for  

Using Culture to Increase Achievement by Michele Wages, Lanham, MD." 
NCTE Blog, "Teaching As An Act of Social Justice"     
EdWeek, "Culturally Sustaining Pedagogy"     
The Hechinger Report, "Black teachers: Fighting racism in the age of Trump"             
ASCD, "Textured Teaching for Social Justice"  
BAMRadioNetwork on teaching controversial topics (Oct. 2016)  

NCTE Position Statement in Support of Ethnic Studies Initiatives in K-12 Curricula 

Developed by the CCCC Latin@ Caucus in collaboration with members of the American Indian Caucus and 
the Transnational Composition Group 

 

 
Dredger, K. 
Twitter @kdredger 
Dannenberg, C. & Dredger, K. (2016). Difference Not Deficit. In English Leadership Quarterly.  

English Leadership Quarterly is print based journal published by the secondary section of NCTE. 
NCTE’s African-American Read-In Participant, March 2016. 
 
Katie Dredger, Chair 
  

http://www.ncte.org/governance/ec
http://www.ncte.org/governance/ec


Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Advisory Committee 
 
Charge: To develop plans to assist teachers in making schools, colleges, and universities safe and welcoming places 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, gender nonconforming, intersex, queer, and questioning people, and their 
allies to initiate and sustain conversation about the relevance of gendered, sexual, and affectional identities to 
reading and writing lives, to teaching lives, and to the well-being of students; to promote inquiry into issues of 
sexuality and gender identity and expression in the teaching of literacy and literature; to encourage proposals for 
presentation of such inquiry through public meetings such as the NCTE Annual Convention; to support individuals in 
the production of publishable written reports of such inquiry; and to select excellent proposals for inclusion in Annual 
Convention. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 
The LGBTQ Advisory Committee has been involved in four primary initiatives over the past year:  

 
a. working with NCTE to select and promote a range of conference sessions that address the committee’s 

charge;  
 

b. partnering with the LGBT Institute at the Center for Civil and Human Rights (in Atlanta, Georgia) to develop 
a featured session for the 2016 conference;  

 
c. researching the history of inclusion of LGBTQ-focused conference sessions over the past decade (2005-

2015) 
 

d. and partnering with the Matthew Shepard Foundation to develop a curriculum guide for teaching The 
Laramie Project. 

 
What have you accomplished so far, and what is your timeline for future work? 
 
Actions/Initiatives 
 

(1) working with NCTE to select and promote a range of conference sessions that address the committee’s 
charge 

(2) partnering with the LGBT Institute at the Center for Civil and Human Rights (in Atlanta, Georgia) to develop 
a featured session for the 2016 conference 
 

 Committee members proposed, solicited proposals, and promoted sessions that address the 
committee’s charge at the 2015 conference.  Approximately 80 session proposals were submitted for 
the 2016 conference (we believe that this may be a record number).  

 

 Members of the committee volunteered to serve as reviewers for the each NCTE section. (Reviewers: 
Judy Hayn, Caitlin Ryan, Rick Joseph, Matthew Kim, Tiffany Rehbein, Katie Cramer, Darryn Diuguid, 
Scott Ritchie, Jill Hermann-Wilmarth, Roxanne Henkin, Craig Young, and Toby Emert) 

 

 Toby Emert and Matthew Kim attended the selection session in Washington, DC, in March, 2016, to 
assist with the process of evaluating conference proposals.  In 2015, Toby Emert and Tiffany Rehbein 
attended the session, and in 2014 Craig Young and Toby Emert attended. The objective was to prepare 
several committee members for this work, as a way of ensuring that at least one committee member 
has experience with the process and can serve as a mentor for other committee members in future 
selection efforts.  

 

 At the annual meeting, the Committee renewed its commitment to growing the number of conference 



proposals submitted each year, with the goal of seeing even more sessions included in the program 
that address LGBTQ issues in education. Members also discussed the need to work with conference 
planners to create a “featured” speaker/presentation that specifically addresses LGBTQ issues; this has 
been a goal of the Committee for several years.  To this end, we worked with the NCTE incoming 
president, Susan Houser, to create a session that features the efforts of the LGBT Institute, a new 
initiative for the Center for Civil and Human Rights. Ryan Roemerman, the director of the institute, will 
present a “featured” session at the 2016 conference, which will take place on Thursday afternoon and 
be hosted by the Center, so participants will have the opportunity to visit the museum’s exhibits after 
the session, should they choose. The session will also feature activities from the in-progress teaching 
guide for The Laramie Project (see notes below for more information). The institute has agreed to 
officially sponsor the guide and help promote it.  

 
(3) researching the history of inclusion of LGBTQ-focused conference sessions over the past decade (2005-2015) 

  

 Craig Young and Toby Emert are developing a database of all LGBTQ-focused conference sessions from 
the years designated as a way of beginning to research this element of the organization’s commitment 
to inclusion of queer issues in education. To date, the database is drafted and Toby and Craig will 
present about themes that have surfaced as a result of the preliminary analysis of the data at the 2016 
conference (during a round table session titled “Action Plans for Advocacy: LGBTQ Voices of 
Empowerment”). 

 

 The data can be analyzed using a variety of research questions; we expect that the analysis and this 
presentation will lead to publications about the findings.  

 
 

(4) partnering with the Matthew Shepard Foundation to develop a curriculum guide for teaching The Laramie 
Project. 
 

 Toby Emert is leading an effort to create a teaching guide for the verbatim play that explores the events 
surrounding the death of gay college student Matthew Shepard in 1998. The committee agreed to 
support and “sponsor” the guide, which, when completed, will be available for download from the 
foundation’s website. Both Judy Shepard and Susan Burke, who serve on the board of the foundation, 
are involved in this project. The guide is in draft form. Several middle and high school classroom 
teachers are involved in developing the activities and resources that comprise the units described in 
the guide.  

 
Other Efforts: 
 

1. The chair invited new members to join the Committee, in an effort to promote the work of the Committee 
among a broader range of constituencies within NCTE. 

 
2. The Committee continues to encourage members and others within the NCTE community who represent 

LGBTQ identities and issues to run for elected office within the organization.  
 

3. The Committee, in partnership with the GSEA, continues to work to ensure that conference sites include 
easily-identifiable (i.e., clear signage) gender-neutral restrooms. This has been a goal of the Committee for 
several years, and it has seen significant progress each year, though 2015’s conference was less accessible 
than the conferences in 2013 and 2014.  

 
4. Several members of the committee participated in a conference call with members of the NCTE Executive 

Committee in January 2016 to discuss the committee’s work and to offer perspectives and advice. We 
appreciated the invitation to be consulted in such a meaningful way.  



 
Special Note: At the annual meeting of the committee at the 2015 conference, members suggested that the name 
of the group be revised to LGBTQ Advisory Committee. The NCTE Executive Committee approved that change in fall 
2016.  
 
Toby Emert, Chair 
  



NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children Selection Committee 
 
Charge: To recommend on a regular basis every two years a living American poet for the NCTE Award for Excellence 
in Poetry for Children in recognition of his or her aggregate work; to sustain the collection of poetry books of award 
winners, past and future, in the University of Minnesota, Kerlan Collection; to recognize and foster excellence in 
children's poetry by encouraging its publication; and to explore ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry 
through such means as publications, programs, and displays. 
 
Major activities: What major actions, projects, initiatives, or studies in your charge have been completed by your 
group since July 1, 2015? 
 
1) The 2017 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children will be selected in November 2016. To 
prepare for this task, the chairman asked the committee to nominate five candidates to begin the process. When 
these were collated, a Survey Monkey ballot was created and the list was narrowed to five candidates. Committee 
members were asked to comment and advocate for their favorites considering the four criteria for the award: literary 
merit (art and craft of aggregate work--as poet or anthologist), poet's or anthologist's contributions, evolution of the 
poet's or anthologist's work, and appeal to children. After several online discussions, we limited our choices to three 
candidates and more discussion followed. The final selection is in discussion currently and will be selected by 
November 1, 2016, so that the announcement can be made at the Children’s Literature Awards Luncheon on 
Saturday of the annual NCTE Conference.  
 
2) In order to explore ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry through such means as publications, 
programs, and displays, the committee annually reviews and selects notable poetry published during the year. From 
March 2016 – November 2016, letters were sent to publishers requesting review copies of poetry books published 
in 2016. 87 books have been received to date. We are expecting a few more later fall releases. The committee reads 
all the books and rates them prior to the convention. We are using a shared Google spreadsheet to rate the books 
on a 1-5 scale and also see each other’s comments. We have many online email discussions. At the committee 
meeting at NCTE, the members will discuss the ratings and select finalists for the Notable Poetry List. We have 
discussed having two lists, one devoted to poetry books only and one featuring verse novels. The books selected to 
the Notable Poetry List will be annotated and a brief article will be published in the April issue of The School Library 
Journal. 
 
3) The committee submitted a proposal for a presentation for the 2016 NCTE conference in order to spotlight the 
2015 Notable Poetry List. 
 
4) The committee and Marilyn Singer participated in a presentation at the 2015 NCTE conference in order to 
celebrate Singer as the 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children. The committee chair 
designed a bookmark to spotlight Singer and her published poetry. This bookmark was distributed at the conference 
presentation. 
 
5) Previous committee chairs, Nancy Hadaway and Terrell Young, published an interview with Marilyn Singer, the 
2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children in Language Arts. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 

 
a. We are in the final stages of selecting the new 2017 Poet/ Award for Excellence in Children’s Poetry 

considering the four criteria for the award: literary merit (art and craft of aggregate work--as poet or 
anthologist), poet's or anthologist's contributions, evolution of the poet's or anthologist's work, and appeal 
to children. 

b. We are in discussion about what constitutes a poetry book? Should rhyming picture books be included in 
our considerations? Previous committees have opted not to consider they rhyming picture book. We have 
come to some agreement that it will be based on individual merit. If the language meets the criteria of 
poetry and poetic language, we will consider it. 



c. Another discussion of this type was the question should classic poems that are newly illustrated by 
considered? For example, we have had two submissions to illustrate this point. One is a picture book called 
My Shadow based on the poem by Robert Louis Stevenson. The other is a book called Poetry for Kids: Emily 
Dickinson. This discussion is still ongoing.  

d. The chairman is preparing a PowerPoint slideshow to present the 2015 list of Notable Poetry books at our 
session at NCTE in November. Each committee member will present 3-4 titles and share a poem or two with 
the audience. The PowerPoint will include copies of the poem and the internal artwork. Handouts are being 
prepared by the chair that will follow the slides. Bookmarks of the lists will be distributed to the session 
attendees as well. 

 
What have you accomplished so far, and what is your timeline for future work? 

 We have almost finished the process of selecting the new Poet. This will be completed by Nov. 1. 

 We are in the process of reading and rating the submitted poetry books, 87; at this point in time. As this 
task nears completion, we will have our final discussion at our meeting at NCTE in November and finalize 
the list at that time. 

 We will be publishing an article about the newly selected poet for Language Arts, June issue. 

 We will have an article ready for School Library Journal, April issue, that will feature all the list of Notable 
Poetry books. 

 We will be preparing a list of the 2016 verse novels for the New England Reading Association Journal, spring 
issue. 

 The PowerPoint presentation from the annual NCTE convention will be make available on line through the 
Slideshare website. All handouts and slideshow materials will also be uploaded to the NCTE site.  

 
Karen Hildebrand, Chair 
  



Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children 
 
Charge: To select the recipient of the annual Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children and up to 
five honor books; to propose a session on nonfiction books for children and plan a session featuring the award winning 
author at NCTE's Annual Convention; and to promote the use of nonfiction children's books in the classroom. The 
award will be presented at the Children's Book Awards Luncheon at the NCTE Annual Convention. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 

We continue to review the process for contacting publishers, engaging in committee work, and preparing for 
the annual conference. This will be our second year of selecting the winner, honor books and recommended 
books prior to the start of the NCTE conference.  Based on our process last year, we have made some changes 
in order for the selection process as well as announcement at the Children’s Book Award Luncheon proceed as 
smoothly as possible.   
 
One initiative still in progress is the linking of the reviews of the Orbis Pictus books that appears in Language 
Arts each year to the Orbis Pictus website.   

 
What have you accomplished so far, and what is your timeline for future work? 
 

The 2015 NCTE Conference was a landmark year for the Orbis Pictus Award. The selection of the winner, honor 
books, and recommended titles was accomplished on the Thursday prior to the start of the conference.  This 
offered us the opportunity to announce the recipients during the Children’s Book Award Luncheon on Saturday 
amid great anticipation and excitement. In addition, this was the first year that one of the luncheon speakers 
was the previous year’s winning author of the Orbis Pictus Award.   
 
We have also updated the bylaws and made changes to the timeline for committee work as well as the length 
of time that a chair of the committee can serve. These changes were approved by NCTE.   

 
Cyndi Giorgis, Chair 
  

http://www.ncte.org/awards/orbispictus
http://www.ncte.org/annual


Promising Young Writers Advisory Committee 
 
Charge: The NCTE Promising Young Writers program makes use of an advisory committee and state coordinators. 
Their charges are as follows: 
 
Promising Young Writers Committee:  To advise staff on the nature, policies, and procedures regarding the NCTE 
Promising Young Writer Awards, including the following issues: to develop a specific plan for involving more public 
schools in the awards, especially those with large nonwhite populations. 
 
To prepare a written set of recommendations for the Executive Committee regarding the following: revision of the 
structure of the award to mitigate the negative effects of competition on student identity and learning; 
consideration and development of diversified awards: that recognize development of English Language Learners in 
writing in their first language as well as English composition; that recognize remarkable improvement or growth in 
writing; that recognize multimodal composition (digital or non-digital); and that recognize remarkable risk-taking 
with the process of writing, instead of the exclusive focus on the final draft. 
 
To consider and make recommendations for ways that the work might interface with NCTE's National Day on 
Writing. 
 
State Coordinators:  To advise the NCTE staff liaison on any changes that should be made in the Promising Young 
Writers program; to review judging procedures; to recommend judges; to recommend ways to publicize the 
program; to coordinate judging of papers within the state; to help disseminate information about the winners; and 
to suggest topics for the impromptu theme. 
 
For information on the Promising Young Writers Program, click here. 
 
Major activities:  
 

Initiatives Progress 

 Beginning with the 2017 PYW brochure, 
revise procedural language (e.g., in the 
prompt, guidelines/requirements, and 
judging criteria) to more explicitly invite 
writing of various genres by naming such 
kinds of writing and by providing a list of 
possible examples. Some of the types of 
writing to be highlighted, in addition to 
traditional forms historically targeted by the 
PYW program, are as follows: 

o writing with multiple media and in 
digital environments,  

o writing in disciplines other than the 
English language arts (ELA), 

o collaborative writing, 
o writing in communities other than 

school, and 
o multilingual writing, including AAL. 

The 2017 prompt and brochure invite writing of 
various genres (including multiple media), writing from 
other disciplines (including but not limited to those 
required by the new Common Core State Standards), 
and writing from participation in communities other 
than school. In each of these categories, we have 
attempted to provide specific examples. 
 
We have yet to invite writing that is collaborative, 
partly because this change would involve revision of 
the current criteria and judging guidelines. 
 
However, the current criteria and guidelines can be 
applied to the new categories we have elicited.  
 
In addition, those criteria (and the previous work of the 
committee) encourage multilingual writing, though we 
have not specified this in the 2017 prompt. 

 Make it possible for young writers to 
nominate themselves for the program and 
submit their own entries online.     

 Appeal more directly to young writers 
through social media and the PYW page of 

Following the convention, the committee chair, Dr. 
Ann Lawrence, had a phone call with NCTE 
representatives about these initiatives. A number of 
collaborative opportunities have been proposed and 
are in progress. 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/pyw
http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://www.ncte.org/dayonwriting
http://www.ncte.org/awards/student/pyw


the NCTE Web site by adding the following 
promotional videos: 

o A brief promotional video featuring 
an interview with YA author Gordon 
Korman, who wrote and published 
his first novel, This Can’t Be 
Happening at MacDonald Hall, as a 
middle-school student.  (This 
interview has already been 
recorded and is available for 
upload.) 

o A series of short testimonial videos 
in which past PYW winners discuss 
their experiences with the program. 
(These videos would be recorded by 
those past winners who 
volunteered to create this 
resource/marketing initiative.) 

 

 
The promotional video continues to be a work in 
progress: in addition to an interview with YA author 
Gordon Korman, we have solicited testimony from 
former PYW winners, including Dr. Anne Whitney (now 
a professor and active member of NCTE!), as well as 
more recent winners (from Susan Houser’s former 
middle school students). 

 The winning promotional video composed 
by members of an NCTE Student Affiliate 
associated with a U.S. university. (This 
professional-development/marketing 
initiative would require the establishment of 
a separate challenge for NCTE Student 
Affiliates across the U.S. These groups of 
prospective ELA teachers would receive 
guidelines detailing the audience, purposes, 
and logistics of the PYW program. Sample 
video footage would also be provided for 
optional use. Each NCTE Student Affiliate 
would then have a specified period of time 
to compose and submit their entry. The 
winning promotional video would appear on 
the PYW page of the NCTE Web site and on 
social media. All participating NCTE Student 
Affiliates would receive certificates of 
recognition. This separate challenge would 
support NCTE Student Affiliates as the 
members of each group collaborated on a 
common professional-development project. 
This off-shoot program would also 
strengthen each group’s connections to 
NCTE and perhaps encourage attendance at 
local and national NCTE conferences.)   
 

Although this initiative has been proposed to the 
committee on student affiliates, we have not been able 
to move forward with this idea.  
 
Instead, we have begun to explore the possibility of a 
similar initiative with a single state NCTE student 
affiliate group. 

 Publish winning and recognized PYW entries  
o on the PYW page of the NCTE Web 

site, 
o in the National Gallery of Writing, 

and 
o on social media.  

We continue to explore this possibility with those who 
design the PYW support materials. 



o Appropriate permissions would 
need to be obtained.  

 On the NCTE Web site, provide explicit 
guidance to prospective and practicing 
teachers on how to use published winning 
and recognized PYW entries as mentor texts 
for writing instruction both in ELA and in 
other curricular areas. Support these 
guidelines through additional tagging and 
links on the NCTE Web site. 

 

 Diversify the PYW judging panel to include 
writing teachers who specialize in 

o multimodal and digital 
composition, 

o disciplines other than ELA, 
o collaborative writing, 
o community literacy and public 

writing, and 
o teaching writing to speakers of 

other languages, including AAL.  

 Provide judges with additional 
professional-development resources (e.g., 
an e-mail linked to resources already posted 
on the NCTE Web site) to facilitate their 
evaluation of a wider range of genres 
submitted as PYW entries.  

 Beginning with the 2017 PYW brochure, 
provide teachers with similar professional-
development resources (e.g., an e-mail 
linked to resources already posted on the 
NCTE Web site) to facilitate their promotion 
of more diverse student participation in the 
program. 

 Beginning with the publication of the 2017 
PYW brochure, involve NCTE Affiliates 
(including and beyond Student Affiliates) in 
promoting the PYW program by appealing to 
the NCTE Affiliate Leadership for support.  

We have yet to begin work on this initiative. 

 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 
 
Please see the previous section 
 
Council priorities: The NCTE Executive Committee guides NCTE focuses through establishing goals and priorities and 
through initiating projects. Please write about how your group contributes to and/or benefits from a current 
emphasis on the following: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and 
institutional decision making (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the 
local, state, and federal levels.  
 



How does your group’s work relate to each of these four emphases?  
 
The PYW program continues to address the emphasis on (1) capacity building for literacy learning by encouraging 
partnerships among various stakeholders (for example, our current projects involve collaboration with other local 
committees (FCTE Student Affiliates) and with a celebrity author in order to improve the way teachers can present 
the program in the classroom via NCTE’s website. This project also appeals to (2) educator leadership at various 
levels by foregrounding the work of teachers (in this case, preservice teachers involved in the affiliates, and teachers 
of various disciplines, thus encouraging collaboration among those responsible for literacy writ large), as well as 
author-educators like Korman. PYW remains a means for teachers to encourage students to write for authentic 
audiences, across disciplinary subject areas, thus addressing (3) authentic assessment. Finally, by soliciting Korman’s 
help in advocating for the value of middle school writing, the PYW program continues to promote NCTE’s programs 
and positions, and the value of writing as a tool for all disciplines, in keeping with (4). 
 
Ann M. Lawrence, Chair 
  



Public Language Awards Committee 
 
Charge: To select the recipients of the annual George Orwell Award for Distinguished Contribution to Honesty and 
Clarity in Public Language and The Doublespeak Award. The NCTE Orwell Award, established in 1975, recognizes 
writers who have made outstanding contributions to the critical analysis of public discourse. The NCTE Doublespeak 
Award, established in 1974, is an ironic tribute to public speakers who have perpetuated language that is grossly 
deceptive, evasive, euphemistic, confusing, or self-centered. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 

The Public Language Awards Committee recently submitted to NCTE the recipients of the Orwell and 
Doublespeak awards ant the rationales for those awards. The committee is planning to sit together and meet 
briefly at the presentation of these awards at NCTE.   

 
What have you accomplished so far, and what is your timeline for future work? 
 

The committee did receive and determine the award recipients for this year.  Since no Doublespeak nominations 
were received up until the day before nominations were closed, I composed a nomination, and the committee 
members unanimously approved this nomination.  In the next month my committee is going to discuss how to 
better publicize the awards, and I will forward these suggestions to NCTE and to the new chair.   

 
Donna Niday, Chair 
 
 
 

http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/orwellaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/orwellaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/doublespeakaward

